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car was so great we resolved to let the airship down till it just touched the surface of the sea, hoping she would tow more easily and safely there. So we let out more gas, and soon were wallowing about in the trough of the sea. The Farm sent her boats to us, and we managed to get the instruments and dogs over to the steamer. The dogs had been quiet during their voyage in the air. The moment they were put in the boat they fell to fighting one another. Captain Isachsen has written in a Norwegian magazine that he and his officers were every moment expecting to see the frail car of the America break up in the sea, and were wondering if it would be practicable to save the crew.
"We were reassured," he writes, "when we saw Mr. Wellman take out a big cigar, light it, and sit there calmly smoking while he gave orders to his men, which were as calmly obeyed."
After a great deal of trouble we saved all valuables from the America and then the Farm towed her back to camp. Here she got away from us. In putting her up on the beach a gust of wind upset the gas bag, spilled off the car and engines, while the envelope, relieved of the weight, blew high in the air and then exploded. It was recovered, not seriously damaged. The steel car was partly destroyed; but that was small loss, as we should not have used it again in